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About 

• National Museum of the American Indian’s 
Native American Film and Video collection 

• Only indigenous filmmakers 

• Deaccessioned to Bobst 

• Been compiling a preservation risk/minor 
cataloging sheet for my internship 
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Example 
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NMAI Fields 
• Box # 

• Title 

• Unique ID 

• Work ID (both) 

• Filmmaker 

• Production Year 

• Permissions 

• Prior Bobst Holding 

• Commercial Availablity 

• Copyright Holder 

• Preservation Risk 

• Runtime 

• Format 

• Format Speed 

• Format Length 

• Rewritable 

• Language 

• NAFVF # 

• NAFVF Year 

• Case 

• Rewound 

• Notes 
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Issues 

• Originally tried to put all of the fields into one 
table (because of existing database) 

• Nothing to model because of this - no 
relationships 

• Way NMAI spreadsheet has data entered doesn’t 
support most of FMP functions (controlled values) 

• Hard to change my thinking about the structure 
since it had been set up for so long 
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Entities 
Work 

• Work ID 

• Title 

• Filmmaker 

• Production Year 

• Permissions 

• Prior Bobst Holding 

• Commercial Availability 

• Copyright Holder 

• Box # 

• Instantiation ID 

• WorkID 

• Title 

• Runtime 

• Format 

• Format Speed 

• Format Length 

Item 

• Rewritable 

• Preservation Risk 

• Language 

• NAFVF # 

• NAFVF Year 

• Case 

• Rewound 

• Notes 
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Application Profile 

• Originally set up as one NMAI entity 

• Used Pbcore - because of instantiation tags 

• Split database into two entities:Work and 
Item 
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Controlled Values 

• Rewound (Y, N, N/A) • Prior Bobst Holding (Y/N/0) 

• Format (Umatic, • Commercial Availability (Y/ BetacamSP,  VHS, etc) N/0) 

• Format Length (T-120, • Permissions (Y/N/0) T-90, 60, etc) 

• Rewritable (Y/N/0) • Preservation Risk (1, 2, 3, 
4, 5)• Case (hard/soft/none/jewel) 

*Fields of ‘Production Year’ and ‘NAFVF Year’ started as 
controlled values but are now operator entered text 
that require validation for a 4-Number-Year Date. 
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Database 

• Initially tried to use main NMAI table as crosswalk 
between two entities 

• Didn’t work: all terms fit in the two entity categories 

• Split into two tables, bound together by the Work ID 

• Will enable the finding aid to search for the overall 
work, or the instantiation 

• Helpful because several instantiations can exist of 
same work 
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Database 
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l.nstantialiorn ID 
NY U0001 0001 
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Database 
Item Table 
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Reflection 

• Start with concept of how the finding aid will work 
first 

• Do not start with spreadsheet already filled in 

• Write database using schema first, then populate 

• Will save a lot of confusion 

• Some fields can be CV, but then could benefit from 
an additional description field 

• ex:‘Prior Bobst Holding’, which could possibly be 
informed by a field of ‘Bobst Format’ 
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