
    
   

   

FVA / Young Filmmakers Foundation 
Collection @ Donnell Library 

* These kids are actually from ALBANY! 



    

 

  
       

    
    
    

   
    
  

 

• collection contains films from several youth 
film clubs, all organized by Rodger Larsen 

— Montefiore-Moshulu in the Bronx —92nd St Y 
— 4 Rivington Street —University Settlement 
— Henry Street Settlement 

• ODDS & ENDS 
— feature films by Jaime Barrios 
— ??? 

From NYSCA film funding report @ 
www.experimentaltvcenter.org 

www.experimentaltvcenter.org


   

 
        

        

• THE FILMS THEMSELVES • 

— neighborhood stories: parks, rooftops, school 

— genre films, redigested: horror, westerns 
“exploitation” movies made by kids 

— animation: stop animated, hand-drawn, etc 
…mostly @ Henry St. Settlement 



 
 

 

 

Youth Film Distribution Center 
. . 

43 WEST 16 STREET, NEW YOIK, N.Y. 10011 212 989 7265 

• founded through ~$60K grant from NYSCA 
     —part of a wave of film funding 

• aimed to share with a larger audience films made by  
  kids through the various film clubs 

• paucity of good movies aimed at 5-12 year olds 
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decides to fi~ht back . 
Rental$ o.oo - Purcha e $65 . 00 

L/4URPRISF.D THIEF , THE by Paul Gunn 
A~e 15 , B & w. 1 min . 1969 
A mu~ger picks on the wron~ man. 
Rent~l $4 . 50 - Purchase $10 . 00 

)( TAR BEACH PARTY by Aureo Jimenez 
ge 17 , B ~ W, 8 min . 1967 

Love . dan er and va lor uo on the 
project roof - (the tar be~ch) . 
Rental $12. 0 - urch~se $80 . 00 

~TEEN SQUAD by Rafael Colon 
Age 17, Color, 8 min. 1971 
Puerto Ric n youth looks at 
law and order , police enforcement, 
fro a special po i t of view . 
Rental$ 2 . 00 - Purchase ·$8o . oo 

TELL-TALE HEART by 'l illiam Ostrow 
Al!,e 17, B & W, 10 in. 1966 
Ed~ar Al lan Poe's s ory visually 
rev· s i ed . 
Rental $ 1 5 . 00 - Purchase$ 00 , 00 

~THOUGHT IN FIVE by arieze l Rios 
A~e 8, B & W, 5 min. 1971 
Stron~er ethnic ties, plus a 
buddin~ identif'cation with 
"American" culture haunt tis Rios' 
vision of t he world . 
Rental $7 . 50 - Purch~se $50.00 

v4wo TIMED LOVER by c . c . stroman 
Age 17 , B & W, 1 min 1966 
Its st 1 the same old story , a 
fight for love and glory . 
Rental. 4.50 - Pu chase $30.00 

TRIO includes Bo~m by W nda Edwards 
Age 16 , Aqualung b~ Doron Be~-Aml, 
age 16, and Pollution by Kevin 
Petriak , age 17. Produced by the 
Bureau o Art of the Board of Ed ­
ucation of the City of New York. 
These three lively shorts commen , 
eac in their special way , o~ war, 
a search for God, and pollution . 
Rental$ 2 . 00 - Purchase $90 . 00 

TRIO AT 19 by Judith Kur tz 
Age 9 , B & w, 10 ~in . ;970 
A youn woman's alienati?n and 
struggle for identity tr1 gers
tensions between her and two r i ends 
- both boys.
ental $1~.oo Purchase $100 . 00 

vir{RE I THE PARK by Bern dette 
Beekman 
A~e 18 , Col or , 7 min. 1971. 
Girlfriends out for a day n t he 
uark meet a young man who cr~a es an awkward trian~le ~ th r a cial 
overtones . The placid, pas oral 
settin~ helps smoo~he over he 
strong and disturb1n~ un er rre 
Rental $14.00 - Purchase 05 . 00 

~UNPLEASA T EVEN! G, AN by Jess Cr 
Age 17, B & , 10 min. 1 6? 
To be alcoholic, the lon ine s 
and rejection it breeds . 
Ren tal .$15 . 00 - Purcha e 00 . 

Lefp AGAINST THE WALL by 
w·11iams and Micha e l Jaco 
A~es 18 and 19 , Color , 5 
- - -- n 

e 

https://Rental.$15.00
https://Purchase�$8o.oo


young, gifted 
and black 

Fi e filrm by 81ac tetn•tgtn, all iffennt in styltan.chm, 
pha.sls. b: aui g the compl d vfflh of tmtrgiin~ genere-
lion of 81 k fl l a tri 
Co plet1 pro.,m J4 m·nutn Renlll $4-5. Pure se $385. f ,,, 
YOUR CLOSEST NEIGHBORS by Anthony Ch ncey 

Unln ittd isitots spoil a bir day parry. a d lc u es• hase 
and a banIt to el rid of Ihem: and I en, you 'rt '"' r coo 
aura .•• wh n cockr c es rt e enemy 

Ruul SI. 14 min.. Color] Pure: se $60. 

THE OTHER BROTHER by Sleven Brown 

An ironic v· w of tht C()nt..-dic ion be n a oun c~·s 
ou rd s· , of prid ind his amb' va1entt coward whire 
$0Cltty 

Atnt.al S7.50 {5 in. B&WI Pure 1st $50. 

f OUR WOME by llan9c1 1tt 

na Simo 's son inc rpre ed in dance b studen , at the 
H rlem Prep ator School, fi lmed ,n ca nl pomt wirh 
ima ~ of wo n in I t communit 

Rental $15. IS min. Colo} Pure s. $75. 

as seen by 
young women 

Reic,nt n • witneued inctt d ind• • uprtsslo • 
and ielUdtntlfic: t1on by 1 , fi • youn 
Ml men g" , voice 10 RI 1$. a d terron 
of growi11g up fert\ It 
Compleu p«,,-.m 34 ·1111t11 Rmtal S4S. Purcblsa USO. 

ASPIRATIO S by Peri uldo y 

AuRique blen in; oft; ntuv nd re ity i11i1 a bac gJound 
of pop, 1111c imagti of manhood. surtling film 
fra ly I plorn t , lo ings and t'"ors of be omi ; 1 m 
in our society 

YOU GlOVE by Linda R' era 

T e tradition ricti of co11rtst11p and rti~ u si pl 
end beautifully evo ed in thil lyrical lilm 

R ftt■ I S15. (I min. B&WI ~rel! $1 S100. 

OFFICE Cl NOE REL LA by Lauretta B er 

In afamifi Mltk situation, ayo ng Bia Mma un• 
expectedly rebe s a ins1 tilt 0p111es.1· e m1n·p I f ons of er 
( It ► bou 

R ■ nt.11 $4.50 (J min. 8& Purcllall $30. 



  

     

      
     

   
     
       
       

MORPHING MEANING of YFF FILMS 

• STUDENT FILMS / PERSONAL FILM PROJECTS 

• DISTRIBUTED AS FILMS FOR CHILDREN 
— Youth Film Distribution Center 

• CULTURAL ARTIFACTS 
— preserved by NYPL 
— value isn’t necc. “cinematic” 
— screened at festivals 



I 

1985 — Young Filmmakers Foundation morphs into…  

• original mission was in some ways subsumed by technology: easier 
  to gain access to multimedia storytelling technology… 

• focus more on lending equipment / shared-use facilities 



Marlina Gonzalez 
c/o El Museo del Barrio 
1230 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10029 

Dear Marlina: 

I hereby entrust the following archival prints from our 
collection to El Museo for you to preview for the film 
festival: 
SRBING Felix Limardo 

MUSEUM HERO Alfonso Sanchez 

NOMBRO ONO Jose Bonet 

L.I.B. Octavio MO,lina 

THE TBIBP Raymond Esquilin 

TAR BBACB PARTY Aureo Jimenez 

DON'T MESS W/ OS Alejandro Lopez 

BARVBY GRONDY Jorge Toro 

kING HEROIN Jorge Mercado 

POTBP..ADS Alfonso Sanchez 

PBPPY Fred Perez 

Museo del Barrio’s 1990 
Latin Film & Video Festival 



Young Filmmakers Rediscovered: 1964-1974 
Restored and Rediscovered 

U.S.A., 88 min, Color, 16 mm 
I n 1964, art educator Rodger Larson, armed with a Bolex camera, a Moviescop, 
and a pa ir of rewinds, began mentoring New York City adolescents in 16mm 
f ilmmaking. By 1968, he established the Young Filmmakers Foundation (YFF), 
which housed an experimenta l sc~ ca lled Film Club. The agency's mission was 
to further youth fil mmaking activity as an artistic, educationa l, and vocational 
experience, primarily for Lower East Side teenagers who might not otherwise 
have been able to afford f ilmmaking equipment. In the ensuing years, the 
enterprise grew in soope and ambit ion. A sister agenc.y, the Movie Club at the 
Henry Street Settlement, was formed by Larson's former intern Bruce Spiegel. With support from the New York State Council on the 
Arts, other public and private sources, and a major f inancial grant from the Helena RubillStein Foundation, the Young Filmmakers 
Foundation stabilized operations. They were able to purchase syncll-sound camera equipment, to gather the student works and other 
youth fil ms into a distribution OCX>perative, and to exhibit their movies in the five boroughs of New York City through the Moviebus 
program. (These f ilmmaking and exhibit ion activities are depicted in this short version of Film Club, the 1968 documentary by Ja ime 
Barrios, a co-founder of YFF along with Lynne Hofer). The 10 other f ilms shown in this program, all made by teenagers associated with 
the f ilm clubs or the distribution OCX>perative, revea l an astonishing range of youthful ta lent and artistry at work. These young turks 
depicted the world around them with a keen sense of observation. Collectively, they created movies enoompassing a wide range of 
genres and stytes-na rratives, documentaries, and animation fi I ms-in order to oonvey their stories a bout New York City's history, gang 
warfare, racism, family portra its, social protest, and spiritual quests. Their fil ms display a sophisticated sense of dramatic structure, 
and are weighted with moral gravity, but also lightened by humor. 16mm preservation prints oourtesy of The Donnell Media Center of 
The New York Public Library. Video version of Film Club oourtesy of Mike Jaoobsohn. 

YFF screening @ 2005 Tribeca Film Festival 



Film/Video Arts 
817 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 10003 

Att . Hr. Roger Larson 

Dear Mr. Larson: 

In recent year:s, we have experienced an overall increase of 42% 
in operating costs, with major increases in: 

Liability Insurance; • Em~loyee Salaries & Welfare Insurance; 
Real Estate Taxes; ·Security Systems .Maintenance Costs; 
Energy Costs; Fire Prevention and E.P.A. Criterias 

While, to-date we have maintained our storage rates, we find our­
selves once again facing increasing costs. In order to provide 
the optimum storage conditions and timely services our client's 
have enjoyed in the past, we regre~ to inform you we must at 
this time, increase our storage rates. Effective July 1, 1990 
the follow i ng areas will be increased: 

Storage IY~ fu 

Standard $ 90.00 Vault 

• FVA no longer wanted 
  to foot film storage costs… 

…luckily Donnell Media Center 
   had already begun sniffing  
   around the films  



   

    
        

     
  

      

 
   

      
          
            
               
                     
 

    
   

PHYSICAL HISTORY OF THE FILMS 

• original film club films pooled by Rodger. Original elements kept 
at the labs that processed them (mostly @ Du Art) 

• creation of YFDC >>> creation of circulating prints 
• stored in Fort Lee, NJ from ~’74 until Donnell ingest 

— not in climate-controlled storage though 

• Donnell has re-leaded, re-housed all the archival elements and 
many of the cleanest prints 

— weeding down to 2 best copies of YFDC projection prints 
— new prints of some films made with Carnegie grants in 2005. New INs? 

— not in climate-controlled storage. In fairly cold basement. 
offsite storage or cold storage @ new NYPL film facility to-be? 

• paperwork offers a good case study of having to round up and 
consolidate a collection!!! 





   WHERE WILL THE FILMS GO?!?! 
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LEZ WATCH ONE! 




