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DIGITAL STORAGE DEVICES

Device Name: Zip Drive

Date Introduced: (year): March 1995

Dates in Use: (years): 1995 - present (although by 2000 usage began to wane)

Dimensions: 1) lomega 250 MB USB External Zip Drive: (WxDxH) 4.6" x 6.7" x 1";
2) lomega 750 MB USB 2.0 External Zip Drive (LxWxH) 7" x 4.4" x 0.8" (175mm X
110mm x 21 mm)

Variations and/or Identifying Features: lomega ZipPlus 100, lomega REV, lomega
Floppy (read from or write to data from your existing floppies, transport and share small
files), lomega iStorage Online, lomega Whalemail.

Common Manufacturers/Brands: lomega Corporation, Epson (the trademarked zip drive
was developed and sold by lomega). SyQuest also manufactured removable zip disk
drives.

Associated Hardware: Zip disk

Associated Software: lomegaWare 4.0.2, lomega HotBurn, lomega Sync, File Exchange
3.0

Associated Media: ?

Interface: Internal and External. USB (Universal Serial Bus), FireWire, ATAPI
(Attachment Packet Interface), SCSI (Small Computer Standard Interface), Parallel, IDE
(Integrated Drive Electronics)

Primary Usage: Storage device media used for backing up hard disks, transporting and
archiving large computer files.

Risks: "COD (Click of Death) Syndrome - Zip drives no longer read disks and instead
produce a loud clicking sound, from which the problem gets its name." There are also
cross platform challenges. Mac and Windows use different disk formats. A zip drive
does not convert file formats. Would need to use a conversion utility such as File
Exchange 3.0. Additionally, CD-RWs are becoming a preferred storage format that



could potentially replace the zip drive. Would need to observe the market and be
prepared for the eventual obsolescence of this media.

Condition Assessment: TBD
Conservation Actions: TBD
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